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Randy married and had 3 kids in his late 30s/early 40s and put his priorities with his family first,
above all else.

He approached his diagnosis and subsequent treatments for his cancer through a scientific lens of
data-seeking questions and hypothesis. As a patient he remained engaged beyond the level of an
average patient.

Of computer science at Carnegie Mellon University with a specialty in human-computer
interaction. He built a course there called Building Virtual Worlds (BVW) that was for students
from all different majors who could collaborate on virtual reality projects, with incredible results.

Randy lived everyday of his life to the fullest, before and after his diagnosis. He thought that life
was for living and had realized his list of childhood dreams he had maintained throughout his life.

A self-professed child at heart, he was fun, and held onto his childhood dreams throughout
adulthood, making others realize their potential to do the same.

A self-professed efficiency freak, he once bought an item from the self-serve Home Depot
checkout twice by mistake, calculated the approximate time it would take to get his refund against

the amount of time he had left to live, and didn’t return the item.

Randy required this from all of his students and they often learned about themselves from the
ways in which others (who had to work with them), viewed them.

There was his cancer, although Randy refused to be defined by it and largely focused on the good
from each day he had left with his family — his kids and wife were the most important to him.




The Last Lecture IS a common| exercise on college campuses. Prefessoers are asked to
consider their demise andi te ruminate: en What matters mest to them,, fiercing the
audience to pender the same: guestion:

In Randy Pausch’s case, as he learmed! ofhis terminal diagnesisi in the months leading
up te his September slot in the lecture series; he foundiit timely and was energized
Py the idea off delivering a last lecture wiart really.was a last lecture.  He could have
easily’ cancellediit, with s many’ ether moere Important things new: te) he dene: before
hisi death, but thisihbecame a need he had to fulfill as a part of his: journey, and!he
could have something fier his kids to know: him by in the years proceeding at the
same time. It was Randy’s hepe that his last lecture could alse help ethers find a
path teward the fulfillment thelr own dreams.










Write your list of
dreams here, from
your childhood or

otherwise
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“ The brick walls are there for a reason. They're not there to keep us
out.; The brick walls are there to give us a chance to show how badly
we want something.” (p.52)

e You can achieve any goal if you really want it badly enough. It could
mean navigating the system to accomplish your goals and dreams or
figuring out an alternative means that will still arrive you at your destination

* Randy achieved his childhood dreams through determination and

perseverance. His most formidable brick wall to scale was the woman who

would eventually become his wife; her name is Jai. oo il —
AR VAN e — __-;,

» What have been your brick walls?

¢ Have you overcome them?







“Experience is what You get whew you didn't get what
You wanted...failure is wot just acceptable, it's often
essential.” (p.142)

The things that are often most memorak
those things we worked hardest at but w
achieve.

Randy started the First Penguin Award for the
team that took the biggest gamble in trying new ide
or new technology (in his course Building Virtual

Worlds), while failing to achieve their stated goals.
award for “glorious failur nar ed so pecause
penguins are about to jump into watersthat im
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L Thie assistant'coach told Randythat
“it Was aNgleed-hingwecalsesWHeHs

.W.hen Randy.jeinedsasioothall

league as akid, his'coach rode

“themeall“pretty, hard BUt there Was
JLOneday«nparticulanthathewas

harder on Randy than the others.
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It becomes a waste of time and energy, especially when one
considers that approx. 33% of people’s time is spent worrying
about what other people think of them when instead they could -
be using their time more efficiently |

This is Randy’s Mom driving a go kart. She is 80.
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“If Yyou Lead your Life the right wa%, the karma will
take care of ttself. The dreams wil

cowe to gou."

(p.20e)

This was Randy’s view on life despite his prognosis

Consider: Does “right” = virtuous?

Must we strive for our goals or will things just happen because they
are predestined?










So Did Randy Achieve all of his
Childhood Dreams?

A list of Randy’s childhood dreams:

Being in zero gravity — Yes, through his work wit

Playing in the NFL -- No, but he got more out of
not accomplishing it, than he did from man
at — this dream brought him Coach Grah

Authoring an article in the World
pioneering work on virtual reality s

Being Captain Kirk — No, b é”m*@tmnjmm and simulated a virtual
environment of the Starship. ise, which William Shatner viewed

Winning stuffed animals — no matterﬁow much it cost him to win
them — he always wanted to be the coolest guy at t ement park

Being a Disney Imagineer — Yes, Randy worked for Disney during a b
sabbatical, in their top secret virtual reality project

cceed
up on him
a— Yes, for his
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July 25th, 2008 - Randy died of
complications from pancreatic,cancer.




